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of roads and tracks and the creation of the brine pipeline. 

Breaking ground

Maintaining the legacy brinefield 
Halite has made a long-term 
commitment to being a good steward 
of the land in its ownership. This 
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at Preesall where 100 historic 
brinewells created by the company 
in the late 1800s are located.

Whilst we have never intended to 
utilise these existing brinewells for gas 
storage, we take our responsibility for 
maintaining the legacy brinefield very 
seriously. Indeed, since 2015 we have 
invested over £250,000 to safeguard the 
integrity of the existing wells.

This work has included:
• �Monitoring pressures and levels  

of high risk brinewells
• Repairing wellheads as required
• �Maintaining gauges, taps and 

gaskets on the wellheads
• �Maintaining fences and tracks  

in the area
Halite Energy’s technical director, Colin 
Harding, explains: “Our underground 
gas storage project will create brand 
new caverns in which to store gas, that 
are sited well away from the legacy 
brinefield. However, ongoing monitoring 
and maintenance of the ICI wells 
is crucial to identify and avoid risks 
associated with historic brinewells. Our 
maintenance plan is overseen by the 
Health & Safety Executive with whom 
we meet on an annual basis.”
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Construction of roads and tracks

In order to gain access to the Preesall site 
a new road will be constructed which will 
link to the A588 Hall Gate Lane. Initial work 
to comprise the erection of fences, clearing 
hedges and site preparation has now 
commenced.

The majority of the work, which will take 
approximately four months to complete,  
will be off-road minimising any disruption. 
The road will be one mile long, starting at 
Higher Lickow Farm and running to the 
junction with the A588. 

Temporary haul roads and access 
routes will also be created to facilitate 
the construction of the pipelines. Once 
completed these will be reinstated.

The construction of the road and access 
routes will be undertaken and contractors 
have been appointed. 

Creation of brine pipeline

Gas has been stored safely in salt for 
decades across the world. The method 
we will utilise for the creation of gas 
storage caverns is proven, using industry-
recognised, safe technology. 

The caverns will be created by a process 
called leaching which means using water 
to dissolve the salt to create the cavern. 
A pipeline will be constructed under the 
River Wyre which will take seawater from 
Fleetwood Fish Dock via a pump station 
to the Preesall site. After the seawater has 
been used in the cavern creation process, 
the brine will be returned via the pipeline 
to a point 2.3 km offshore where it will be 
discharged into the sea. This process will  
be overseen by the Environment Agency  
to mitigate the impact on marine life.
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Keeping you informed
A Community Liaison Panel (CLP) has 
now been set up to provide two-way 
communication between Halite and its 
team and the local community. The aim of 
the CLP is to keep local people informed on 
all stages of the development throughout 
the construction period and provide a 
platform for the community to voice 
concerns and questions.

Chaired by an independent facilitator, the 
CLP comprises representatives of local 
organisations including Wyre Council and 
Lancashire County Council, parish councils, 
County Councillors and Borough Councillors 
and local community groups. 

The inaugural meeting of the CLP was held 
on 2 October with 17 attendees who had the 
opportunity to gain an update on the project’s 
construction plans from Halite’s chief executive, 
Keith Budinger, followed by a question and 
answer session. A further meeting to provide a 
more detailed technical overview of the project 
was held on 27 November. 

Supporting documents including presentations 
and minutes are uploaded to Halite’s website.

Visit our 
website
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Need for gas 
storage increases
The announcement by Centrica last 
summer that it is to close the UK’s 
largest gas storage plant at Rough has 
further increased the national need for 
the Preesall project. Rough, a disused 
gas field in the North Sea, opened in 
1985 and at its peak could hold nine 
days’ gas supply which accounts for  
a massive 70% of domestic storage.

More than three-quarters of UK 
households rely on gas, yet natural gas 
production in the UK has been in decline 
since 2004. National Grid estimates that 
by 2025 we will import 70-80% of our 
gas supply. Reliance on imported gas 
reduces energy security and leaves the 
UK exposed to price volatility.

In addition, as UK renewable energy 
increases, gas is required to support 
fluctuations in wind and solar output.

To prevent interruptions to supply our 
country needs to increase its gas storage 
capacity. Currently France and Germany 
have storage capacity for 25% of annual 
domestic gas use, while Britain has only 
6%. The closure of Rough will significantly 
reduce this figure.

Mike Foster, CEO of the Energy and 
Utilities Alliance (EUA) explains: “The 
closure of Britain’s largest storage site for 
natural gas gets rid of a vital supply buffer 
which allowed us to reduce reliance on 
gas imports. This almost certainly means 
greater volatility for gas prices this winter.

“Gas is the most important component 
in the UK energy mix and the end of 
unabated coal fired power stations means 
that, ultimately, there will be a shift to 
gas as the primary source of fuel for 
electricity generation as well as heating 
homes and businesses. Suitable gas 
storage solutions are vital to ensuring 
energy security, providing a certainty 
of delivery despite the vagaries of the 
global gas market and helping to facilitate 
the efficient operation of the UK energy 
market.”

The Preesall underground gas storage 
project will play an important role in the 
UK’s future energy security, with the 
unique geology of the site affording the 
benefit of shorter injection and withdrawal 
times so that it can react quickly when 
demand is higher, such as during the 
winter months.

For news and updates on our project please visit the Halite Energy website.

The site provides a wealth of information on our development including the full 
application containing geological and environmental reports, details of our project 
team and progress on the Community Liaison Panel. www.halite-energy.co.uk


